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are very just and reasonable, and they must be less
than men who find therein anything to censure.
Our Hurons, who have as yet only the light of nature,
have found them so noble, so agreeable to reason,
that after having heard the explanation of them they
would say, in admiration, ca ckia attwain aa arrikwaa,
‘“ Certainly these are important matters, and worthy of
being discussed in our councils; they speak the truth,
they say nothing but what is to the purpose; we
have never heard such discourse.” Among other
things which made them acknowledge the truth of
one God, Creator, Governor, and Preserver of all
things, was the illustration I employed of the child
conceived in its mother’s womb. ‘“ Who,”’ said I,
‘““but God forms the body of this child; who out of
one and the same material [g] forms the heart, the
liver, the lungs,—in short, an infinite variety of
members, all necessary, all well-proportioned, and
joined one to another? Not the father, for these
wonders take place in his absence, and sometimes
after his death. Nor isit the mother, for she does not
know what takes place in her womb. If it be the
father or the mother that forms this body at discre-
tion, why is not a son or a daughter begotten at will?
Why do they not produce children, handsome, tall,
strong, and active? And, if parents give the soul to
their children, why do they not impart to all of them
great minds, a retentive memory, and all sorts of
noble and praiseworthy qualities, seeing that there is
no one who would not desire to have such children
if this were in his power?” To all this the Hurons,
full of wonder, make no reply. They confess that
we speak the truth, and that indeed there is a God;
they declare that henceforth they will recognize,



